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Former CIA agent 
charged with 
spying for Russia 


WASHINGTON (AP) - In a case 
with Cold War echoes and implica- 
tions for future U.S.-Russia rela- 
tions, a former top CIA 
counterintelligence officer and his 
wife were charged Tuesday with 
selling national security secrets to 
the Kremlin . 

The case, as described in the fed- 
eral affidavit for the arrest of Aldrich 
Hazen Ames and his wife, has many 
of the elements of a spy thriller 
novel: hand-offs of secret CIA 
documents at “dead drops;” $1.5 
million in alleged Russian payoffs; 
and FBI agents sifting trash cans for 
clues. 

President Clinton called the matter 
“very serious,” and Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher summoned 
Russian diplomat Vladimir 
Chkhikvishvili for a formal protest. 

The White House was reviewing 
how the case might affect relations 
with Russia at a time when the 
United States is strongly supporting 
President Boris Yeltsin and provid- 
ing millions of dollars in aid. 

The affidavit accuses Mr. Ames 
and his wife of conspiring to deliver 
information about secret CIA opera- 
tions and of revealing the identity of 
Russian officials who were illicitly 
providing information to the United 
States, including a Russian 
counterintelligence officer who was 
an agent for the CIA. 

Mr. Ames is accused of being an 
agent for the Russian foreign intel- 


ligence service, known as the SVRR, 
which is the direct successor to the 
KGB of the former Soviet Union. 

Mr. Ames, 52, and his wife, Maria 
Del Rosario Casas Ames, 41, of 
Arlington, Va., appeared before a 
federal magistrate in Alexandria, 
Va., on Tuesday on charges of con- 
spiracy to commit espionage. 

If convicted, each would face a 
maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment and a $250,000 fine. 

The couple, who had been arrested 
Monday, were ordered held without 
bail until a hearing scheduled for 
Friday. 

The CIA had suspected since 1985 
that there was a “mole” spying for 
the Russians inside the agency, and 
Mr. Ames had been under investiga- 
tion for two years, according to a law 
enforcement official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Clinton said little about the 
matter except to declare it “a very 
serious case” and to praise for the 
FBI and CIA “for the work they did 
in cracking” it. 

He turned away reporters’ ques- 
tions about possible effects on U.S.- 
Russian relations. 

White House Press Secretary Dee 
Dee Myers said: “We’ll certainly 
continue to have a relationship with 
Russia. But again, we’re beginning 
to review what the implications of 
this are. We’re having discussions 
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with the Russian government. We 
take this seriously.” 

On Capitol Hill, CIA Director R. 
James Woolsey told the House Intel- 
ligence Committee that Mr. Ames 
was a “mid-level official” with a 
ranking equal to the military grade 
of lieutenant colonel. Mr. Woolsey 
did not discuss the case in detail in 
open session. 

Mr. Ames and his wife are accused 
of accepting more than $1.5 million 
in payoffs for information. The 
money is alleged to have been laun- 
dered through numerous bank 
accounts in Switzerland and in the 
United States, “which he and his wife 
subsequently used for personal g ain 
and enjoyment,” the affidavit 
stated. 

Mrs. Ames was born in Colombia 
and is a U.S. citizen. She was a 
“paid source for the CIA” from about 
April 1983 to about December 1983 
while working in Mexico City as a 
cultural attache for an unidentified 
foreign government, the affidavit 
said. Aldrich Ames was posted in 
Mexico City for the CIA from 1981 to 
1983. 

The government contends that Mr. 
Ames became involved in 1985 when 
he was chief of the Soviet 
Counterintelligence Branch in the 
Soviet-East European Division at 
CIA. In his counterintelligence work 
he was assigned to recruiting 
officials and intelligence officers of 
the Soviet Union. He also analyzed 
the Soviet intelligence services. 


He headed the CIA’s Soviet 
Counterintelligence Branch from 
1983 to 1985. 

Mr. Ames later was stationed in 
Rome for the CIA until returning to 
the United States in 1989. Until his 
arrest Monday he was an operations 
officer at the CIA’s Counternarcotics 
Center at the agency’s headquarters 
in Langley, Va. His salary was 
$69,843 a year. 

The affidavit says that in 1984 Mr. 
Ames began meeting with Soviet 
Embassy officials in Washington as 
part of a CIA effort to seek out poten- 
tial double agents in the embassy. 

At an unspecified point during this 
operation, the affidavit says, U.S. 
officials became aware that he did 
not report - as required - all of his 
meetings with Soviet Embassy 
officials, or reported them months 
afterward. 

Mr. Ames is accused of having met 
surreptitiously with KGB or SVRR 
officials on several occasions, 
including in October 1992 in Caracas’ 
Venezuela, and in November 1993 in 
Bogota, Columbia. Large bank 
deposits by Mr. Ames, which U.S. 
investigators said were too large to 
be from his CIA salary, were made in 
his Virginia bank accounts shortly 
after the alleged trips to Caracas and 
Bogota, the affidavit says. 

Some of the information cited by 
the U.S. investigators - including a 
typewriter or printer ribbon that 
provided information about the 
foreign trips - was obtained through 
FBI searches of trash at the couple’s 
home. 



